features

By Zak Pence

Innovative fabrics have made their way into mainstream
equestrian wear. Leather. is being blended with spandex,
and traditional fabrics like cotton are being replaced
with bamboo, What was old is made new again, and

you just might find yourself wearing a great vest made
of salvaged plastic botfles, Clothing manutacturers are
answering consumer demands fo make it stronger, make il
more comfortable and make it last. And, if you can avoid

destroying the planet in the process, that's a plus too.

Bamboo

Wowen bamboo fabric may still be a novel concept (o muany, bt
thiz fast-growing grass is becoming popular in all segments of the
clothing industry. Bamboo, which has natural antibacterial properties,
and is very soft against the skin, requires far less chemical treatment to
gain the desited softness; and capses fewer irritations than other natural
filsers, according to green clathing retailer, G RASS,

G.R.ASS. is the brainchild of Kerri Kent, founder of Oregon-hased
clithing mamufacturer Kerrits. Their goal is to offer attractive clothing
made from environmentally friendly, sustainable materials, G A5,
preces, including shirts, vests, tights and breeches, are available in s pallel
of everyday wearable colors such as off-white, pebble gray; onyx, earth
brown and purple. You can order online ul www.gra-ss.com

Muoxie Equestrian has also Liru’lup;ti a line of hamboo clothing
called Moxieboo. The line includes polos, tees and horse coolers. The
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I'he touch of polyester added to the blend provides a smoath, silky feel,
while pulling away excess sweat and preventing skin diseases, Vst
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Ultrasuede hos been around since the 1970s, but few may know that this synthefic creates
a smaller carbon footprint and creates less pollufion than the process of fonning hides.

Synthetics and blends
Microfibers, because of their soft feel and dura
bility, are ||L'g_.1'.-lln.'llll|!‘, to replace traditional leather
components. For those who have sworn off the use
of leather altogether, GoR.ASS, also/offiers the
Waste-Mot Tight made with Ultrasuede microfiber
Ultrasuede has been around since the 19705, but few
miay know that this synthetic ereates a smaller carbon
footprint and creates less pollution than the process of
tanning hides. On tap of that, it's stain-resistant, oa-
chine washable and purportedly stronger than leather.
Synthetics are also put to good use in The Tre-
torn Boot from Equifit, Tretorn, touted as the
“next generation of riding baots” is a collabarative
PTII;'L'L"[ berween Tretarn and Top Swedish show
jumper Malin Baryvard. Debuted in Sweden in the
summier of 2007, and recently introduced in the LS.
this ."'nllj."ll‘ul. these boots are extremels |i§;|1|-. comfort-

able like sithletic shoes and easy to mainiain. Tretorn
bools are made of high-tech microfibers for maximum
durability and performance. They feature a thin,
flexible, '-".'ﬂh.‘r-fL']'il.':.l!.'I:ll upper, All]"—l_‘!lll'll otil-

sele made ol natural ribber, reinforced arch

Supports and are l..iﬂ:-l.‘l.'.'l'l-l."tl for maximum

flexibilit V. They are suitable both for school

g and L"-'L'1"!-"l.L'|"|' use and come in twa colors,

black and red. The Tretorn has a futuristic, mavbe even superhero, look and
space-age construction, sure to please riders looking for a boot that makes a
bold statement. You can purchase Tretorn Boots at wiww.cquifit.net.

Mew to the equestrian market, Nike just introduced the Ippeas rid-
ing boot for the 2008 Summer Olympics. After compiling ideas
from lop u]llr.--.[ri.‘m athletes, I:|h:':|' se0 oul 1o Create the per-
fect modern boot that would not offend traditional
sensibilitivs. The result was a mean looking boot with an
adjustable titanium screw-in spur system with three ad
justable positions, a full-length asymmetrical motocross
inspired zipper and synthetic abrasive rubber on the inner side of the

baot to provide superior grip and conmmunication with the horse, Ippeas
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LEATHER with LYCRA® combines real leather with spandex to create a
material with the look and feel of leather and excellent stretch and
recovery capabiliies,

(which means “rider” in Greek) is currently not available to the public, but you
can check it oot at the Nike |

And for those that love the ad-
'|'.||]|..|F_t'31 0l h}'.‘l'h:."rll."ﬂ |"‘l|r want Lo
keep that traditional rustic look,
LEATHER with EYCRA might be the
perfect blend. LEATHER with LYCRA
combines real leather with spandex to
create a material with the ook and feel
of leather and excellent stretch and
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recovery capabilities. Machine wash

abrle, it doesn't lose its shape the way

leather sometimes can. Latigo uses
this sturdy fabric in their breeches
and riding ;_.;]rl'-.'u.'%. Check it out at

wiww. latignoquesiran com,

Recycled

Svinthetics have another .I|.|'L'.'|I|'I.'|}'_n.
over natural Gbers, They can be recy-
cled to produce new fabrics that are as

good as new. This fall, Ariat Interna

tional is rolling out Eco Thermal,
made from recyeled Polartee Power Dry fabric, which whisks away sweat from

the wearer and allows it-to dry twice as fast, Ariat utilizes the scraps from the
yarn manufaciuring process to create durable fabric that, according to the com
pany, delivers superior moisture-wicking action

and warmth. Eco Thermal clothing can also x 0t ARTg,,

be recyeled and can be wsed to produce
new clothing instead of being dis-
carded, Eco Thermal 1s

currently available from Ariat .
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GRASS, also has a recycled
offering in the form of Faoluy, made of recycled
Palyethylene Terephtalate (PET), used most com-
Illllltlf- in manufactu 1T, saolt drink containers.
Blended with a small amount of spandex 10 creale

stretich and provide a form-fitting shape, Ecolux is
very durable and, like Eco Thermal, draws sweat

away from the boadsy,
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